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attended elementary school and high school in
Eagle, a small town of 200 citizens at the
time. Laurene has witnessed many changes in
her hometown. Growth can be a good thing,
but Laurene misses the days of knowing ev-
eryone in town.

After high school Laurene attended Junior
College in Grand Junction, then Teacher’s
College in Greeley, Colorado (now University
of Northern Colorado) where she majored in
elementary education. She earned enough
credits to teach for one year. She continued to
teach and go to summer school for years. She
confesses that it took 18 years to earn her de-
gree.

Laurene was teaching in Oak Creek in 1941
when the United States entered World War II.
She decided to take the place of the Deputy
County Clerk in Eagle when the clerk was
drafted. During that time she met and married
Donald Knupp. She put work and teaching
aside for nine years to start a family. When
she returned to teaching, she taught for 25
more years. She retired in 1981.

Even though Laurene is retired, she is still
very involved in her community. She maintains
a keen interest in school and community af-
fairs. She serves on the building committee for
the Methodist Church, secretary/treasurer for
the board of directors for Eagle Valley Medical
Center and on the Retired Teachers Associa-
tion. She has lunch regularly at the Eagle
Senior Center and enjoys playing bridge with
her friends.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute in honor of a staple in the
Eagle community. Laurene Knupp is a great
woman who has given endlessly to her com-
munity.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 100th anniversary of the Illinois Parent
Teachers Association (PTA).

The Illinois PTA was founded May 30, 1900
and is part of the largest child advocacy orga-
nization in the United States. PTA is a not-for-
profit association of parents, educators, stu-
dents, and other citizens active in their
schools and their communities. PTA is a lead-
er in reminding our Nation of its obligations to
children. In the United States, PTA has over
6.5 million members working in 26,000 local
chapters in all 50 States, the District of Colum-
bia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and in Department
of Defense schools in the Pacific and in Eu-
rope.

The mission of the PTA is three-fold: to sup-
port and speak on behalf of children and youth
in the schools, in the community and before
government bodies and other organizations
that make decisions affecting children. Sec-
ond, they assist parents in developing the
skills they need to raise and protect their chil-
dren, and third, to encourage parent and pub-
lic involvement in the public schools. PTA’s
objectives include promoting the welfare of
children and youth in the home, school, place
of worship, and in the community. PTA strives

to raise the standards of home life and secure
adequate laws for the care and protection of
children. PTA also brings a closer relationship
to the home, school, and work to develop co-
operative efforts between parents and teach-
ers.

During the past 100 years, whenever chil-
dren’s issues are jeopardized, the PTA has re-
sponded promptly, taking a leadership role in
identifying solutions and advocating change.
PTA knows the benefits of parent involvement.
This is why parent involvement is central to all
PTA programs. The Illinois PTA is involved in
developing before and after school programs,
block grants, charter schools, class size re-
duction, health services, nutritional issues,
professional development, reading programs,
tobacco and violence prevention. The Illinois
PTA has been at the forefront of children first
and that is why they are hosting the national
PTA convention this year.

PTA’s within my congressional district are
involved with many activities that support the
needs of children and youth. From before and
after school programs to after prom parties,
PTA has provided a leadership role in our
local educational support system.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the 100 years of service of the Illi-
nois PTA organization.
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Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, Southern Cali-

fornia owes much of what it is today to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Corps
built our ports—now the largest port complex
in the Americas—it protected us from flooding,
it helped us rebuild from earthquakes and
other disasters, and helped give us water to
drink. Today, the Corps is even helping repair
our schools. Southern California would be a
very different place had it not been for the
work of the Corps of Engineers over the past
century.

For the past 30 years, one person in par-
ticular has stood out among the many excel-
lent members of the Corps in California. For
30 years, Robert Joe has played an integral
part in the myriad activities the Corps is in-
volved in. This month, Bob is retiring from the
Corps and his position as Deputy District Engi-
neer for Programs and Project Management
for the Los Angeles District of the Corps. We
will miss him sorely.

Bob is retiring from a position in which he
directed a $300 million operational budget. Be-
fore serving in his current position, Bob ran
the planning division for 11 years. He man-
aged the vital projects that helped people
stretching from Los Angeles to Phoenix and
Las Vegas. In my own area, Bob has been a
key to the success of keeping the ports of
Long Beach and Los Angeles the leaders in
the country and restoring flood control protec-
tion to 500,000 people in southern Los Ange-
les County. All of my colleagues from the
Southwest can point to their own examples of
how Bob Joe and the Corps helped the people
they represent.

Mr. Speaker, Bob Joe has been a profes-
sional colleague and a good friend to me

since I was elected to Congress. He has pro-
vided immeasurable help to the people I have
the privilege to represent. I join my other col-
leagues in wishing Bob much happiness and
success in the future.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
Justice Michael Moriarty, pillar of the legal
community in Ireland and a man who has
dedicated his life to justice.

Mr. Moriarty was born in Belfast, later relo-
cating to Dublin, Ireland in 1960. He attended
college in Dublin, completed his legal edu-
cation in Kings Inn, and was called to the Bar
in 1968. In 1982, he became a senior counsel,
and four years later he was appointed Chair-
man of the Employment Appeals Tribunal. In
1987, he embarked on his judicial career
when he became a Circuit Court Judge. He
was then appointed to the High Court in 1996.

Recently, Justice Michael Moriarty was ap-
pointed as the head of the tribunal of Inquiry,
a body responsible for investigating and re-
porting financial irregularities involving govern-
ment officials in Ireland. The scope of the in-
vestigations and the zeal Mr. Moriarty has
shown for his work has caused the media to
rename the Tribunal of Inquiry the Moriarty
Tribunal.

Justice Michael Moriarty is married to Ms.
Mary Irvine, Senior Counsel. He is the father
of a son and two daughters. Currently, he and
his family reside in Blackrock, Co. Dublin.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in wel-
coming Mr. Moriarty to Cleveland as the hon-
ored guest at this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade on march 17, 2000.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to congratulate the Grand
Junction High School Science Bowl Team on
winning the state competition for the sciences.

The team from Grand Junction High School
won first place in the state competition for the
Colorado Science Bowl in Golden, Colorado.
As a result of this victory, the team will travel
to Washington, DC to compete at the national
level in the United States Department of Ener-
gy’s National Science Bowl.

The students on this team have dem-
onstrated remarkable talent and knowledge in
the areas of physics, chemistry, astronomy,
earth science and mathematics. The students
are to be commended for their dedication to
learning the finer points of these fields.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute to all the members of the
team and their faculty sponsor. Congratula-
tions, Tony Arcieri, Brianna Blume, Ariane
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